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Felfies

The Farming Selfie

Started by Irish Farmers 
Journal competition -
Facebook Selfie on the 
Farm Competition.

Nominated for social 
media award.





Felfies
Went viral - featured in The Guardian UK and US, Holland, Italy, 
Canada

> 20,000 Felfies on instagram alone (not including Twitter)

Why success? Timing (popularity of Selfie) + ease of participation + 
fun!

Opened debate on rural isolation

Gave general public glimpse into farming life

Those on Twitter took ownership of phrase: felfie

Now regular Felfies competitions online + in print



#AgriChatUK 
www.agrichatuk.org

http://www.agrichatuk.org


#AgriChatUk
• April 2011 - first UK based agricultural hashtag to facilitate discussions 

amongst farmers on Twitter

• Host weekly discussions Thursday 8-10pm - topics including bovine TB, recent 
decline in beef price, novel crops, young people in farming

• Aim - give everyone involved in agriculture a place to share ideas, discuss 
pressing issues, debate hot topics or simply to connect with people in the 
industry who they may otherwise not have access to.

• Twitter: @Agrichatuk - 13,000 followers

• Global chat - 600 users, Mental health - 130+ users

• Featured on BBC Radio One

http://www.agrichatuk.org/news/agrichatuk-on-radio-1/


Twitter
How it’s used by UK Farming 

press





Farmers Weekly

• 39,000 followers - growing at about 1,000 a 
month.

• All organic growth.

• Twitter users tend to be more business 
focused. Good for breaking news and for 
getting immediate feedback

• Twitter is probably better as a source of stories 
and for finding contacts.



How to get the most from 
Twitter?

How should it be used by 
journalists?

Conferences? Day to 
day?



Twitter tips

Engage and have an opinion

Don’t say anything you wouldn’t shout on a crowded bus!

Align self with important/influential figures

Have a go, be relevant, personal and do something people 
want to see

Be humorous

More effective when Tweet with photo



Ways to use Twitter 
discussions

Twitter feeds?

How use in print? 
Basis of 
story/discussions
?



#SOS Dairy





Targeted at younger audience

Friendlier, less technical content

Eg. 10 Things only a Farmers child would know -
536 likes, 445 shares (Farmers Weekly)

More serious - SOS Dairy (posters shared 
15,000 times, FW)



How do you use as a 
journalist?

What’s the best way to promote yourself on 
Facebook?



Thanks to 
Farmers Weekly @FarmersWeekly 
Jez Fredenburgh (#AgriChat UK)

Will Wilson @WillWilson100
The Irish Farmers Journal


